Heddon on the Wall Parish Council

Green Policy Statement

By implementing this policy, Heddon on the Wall Parish Council intends to procure goods and services in a manner that allows a reduction on environmental impacts.  The aim is to contribute to a more environmentally, socially and economically sustainable society.

Key aims of the policy:

· Wherever practical, electronic communications, email and Internet, will be used to distribute documents. 

· The use of paper in the office will be reduced by the use of computer based information transfer.  Recycled paper, double-sided and monochrome printing will be used wherever possible.
· To reduce the purchase of new goods, and procure them only when essential, by cutting down on waste and repairing or re-using existing products.

· No products shall be procured which contain ozone-depleting chemicals, non- independently certified tropical hardwood, or pesticides on the EU ‘Black list’.
· To specify products which are made from recycled materials, can be recycled or re-used, can be operated in an energy efficient manner and cause minimal damage to the environment in their production, distribution, use and disposal, as long as the requirements of value for money and quality are met.
· To the greatest extent practicable, to purchase woods (and products from them) that have been harvested from forests in a sustainable manner.
· Wherever possible, promote and purchase Fair-trade products.

· All landscape renovations, construction and maintenance performed by, or on behalf of, the Parish Council, shall employ environmentally friendly landscaping or sustainable landscape management techniques for design, construction and maintenance whenever possible, including, but not limited to, integrated pest management, grass recycling, composting, and procurement and use of mulch and compost that give preference to those produced from regionally generated plant debris and/or food waste.
· Plants should be selected to minimise waste by choosing species that are appropriate to the climate and sympathetic to the surrounding area.

· Hard and soft landscaping structures constructed of recycled content materials are encouraged.

· All landscaping practices are to be peat free.
· The Parish Council will campaign to support low energy technologies, lighting and power, to be introduced in all public spaces throughout the village, where this does not compromise safety. 

· In planning matters the Parish Council will:
~ encourage the retention of as many trees as possible and recommend replacement trees to be planted when trees have to be cut down for development purposes;
~ urge the County Planning Department to consider and enforce green policies as part of the planning process.
Key supporting policy method statements:
We will pursue this policy, subject to funding, by:

· Promoting the sustainable use of resources, by encouraging resource efficiency and waste minimisation.
· Forming partnerships with suppliers to apply Heddon on the Wall Parish Council’s procurement/purchasing activities and to promote and encourage innovative improvement in environmental performance, through the development of environmental criteria in the award of contracts.
· Continually improving this policy and guidelines by regularly reviewing contracts and suppliers.
· Aiming to re-use, recycle or dispose of products, according to the waste hierarchy.  Effective recycling or disposal arrangements should be considered at the time of purchase of all goods, wherever possible.
· Evaluating opportunities for substituting environmentally preferable products.
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